[image: ]

Colhayne Close, Colhayne Lane, Shute nr Axminster Devon, EX13 7QQ
Parish Clerk - Carol Miltenburg
tel:-01404 831080  e mail:-clerk@shute.eastdevon.gov.uk   www.shuteparishcouncil.org.uk

The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of Shute Parish Council held on Wednesday, March 8th 2023 at St Michaels Church Shute starting at 7.30pm.  The following matters were discussed.   
Those present Cllrs Mark James, Richard Orsman, David Plowman, Cliff Scrase, Ella Sweetland (Chair), Mike Williams. Carol Miltenburg (clerk) and 6 members of the public.

						MINUTES
																						         Actions by
	1) 
2) 1) Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Angela Choake and Mary Thomas.  There were no declarations of interests in items at this meeting made.			
	
Accepted

	3) 
4) 2) The minutes of the meeting of January 19th 2023 were accepted by the members and signed by the Chair.
5) 
	

	6) 
7) 3) Matters arising from previous minutes.  Building damage at Seaton Junction station buildings.  Photos of damage to be sent to EDDC. 
8) Oak tree – The Council still feel the best location is on the green in front of the Gatehouse.  refer to the National Trust in April when the new area manager is in post.
9) 
	
Clerk

Clerk

	
4) Shute School / Burial Ground
Car Park -  Cllr Plowman explained about a new possible site for parking cars near the site of the war memorial.  This was referred to as site 2a.  It would involve a considerable movement of earth.  An approximate cost for this would be determined and the information retained on file only as no urther action can be taken in the immediate future.
Burial Ground – Archway.  A total of 4 designs and 2 quotations have been received (with 1 none return) and were shown to those present.  The winning archway design was chosen by all those present.  The members unanimously agreed to ask Mt Simon Connett of Colyton to go ahead with the project.
Pathway. Cllr Plowman has received 2 quotations for the work (a third was not returned) from local builders.  An improved design using natural materials not involving the use of plastic (apart from the underlayer) has been suggested, this will be cheaper, easier to maintain and repair and be more in keeping with the location.  The members agreed to ask Mr John Pearce to install the pathway.  We understand this is likely to be in June.
Apple tree. It was agreed to plant the Crimson Victoria apple tree in the burial ground on Wednesday, March 29th at 11am.  Shute School, owners of Rowlands to be invited and invitation to all via news e mail.
Wall.  Cllr Sweetland advised she had spoken to an EDDC officer in the Church graveyard about the condition of the top section of the wall between it and the Burial Ground.  The officer noted the condition and took photos.  The wall is part o the curtilage of St Michaels and is the responsibility of EDDC.  The Council will keep in contact EDDC.

	

Cllr Plowman
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Clerk / 
Cllr Scrase

Clerk


	
5) Public Forum. 
Mr Henry Smith Chairman of the Umborne Hall Committee spoke about the Hall and the upcoming renovations to the decking and that the hall will be closed during this time.  He thanked the Council for their recent small donation towards a raffle prize to raise funds.  It was agreed that the Chairs/committees  of the Umborne and Whitford Halls should meet to coordinate activities to their mutual benefit.  
A question concerning the closed area at Whitford Common was raised as there are no signs.  The area is closed for safety reasons as the access is dangerous.  The handrails will be replaced when the safety barried and post and rails are replaced by DCC.  Clerk to obtain signs and chase DCC for dates.  It was also proposed that a group of volunteers could clear the ground around the pillbox so it can be made safe.  
It was felt the Clerk should amend the format of the minutes to include an actions column.
Bonfires in Seaton Junction.  There have been a number of disruptive bonfires at Seaton Junction recently where items not permitted to be burnt have been.  EDDC have been informed and visited site.  To be monitored.
Mailchimp was suggested as a possible replacement method of communicating the ‘news e mail’ to the residents.  At present this is done on 3 separate mailing lists.
It was advised there are likely to be motorcycle races in Seaton Junction on April 2nd.
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Cllr Sweetland


	
6) Reports from Councillors, Police etc 
Cllr Orsman reported on a recent visit for the area Environment Agency officer responsible for flooding prevention in Devon.  The stream running through Whitford is a tributary of the Axe river and so is considered a ‘river’ from the Axe to beyond Orchard Close.  Due to this banks should be kept clear to allow unincumbered flow for a distance each side of the water. Concern was expressed about the amount of overgrowth on the bank oppose Orchard Close as this could form a dam and potentially flooding in the village.  The Environment Agency will be contacting the landowner to ask them to clear the bank.  The ford was viewed  and would not meet modern standards as it has multiple pipes and constricts the flow on the western edge, the surface is also breaking up.  The Environment Agency will contact DCC Highways.  It was noted that the area under the main river bridge should be maintained by DCC Highways.  The Environment Agency will contact them about the drainage pipes etc.
Cllr Scrase advised that as our Footpath Warden he had reported 12 faults to the DCC Rights of Way Officer and that these have fixed by DCC. 

	

	
7) Finance. Payments to be made C Miltenburg £2375.88 salary & expenses. Payments received - none. The bank statements were available for viewing. 

	
Approved

	
8) Highway Matters.  
Seaton Junction speed limit – Cllr Scrase reported that he has completed a SCARF review of the traffic.  He has not had a positive reaction from DCC.  He will draft a letter to DCC Highways for approval by the Council.
The road outside the industrial units at Seaton Junction is in bad condition again.

	 

Cllr Scrase

	
9) Planning.  The following applications were considered.
23/0134/FUL - Woodend Farm Shute EX13 7PT – Manure store;   
23/0135/FUL - Woodend Farm Shute EX13 7PT – Manure store;   
23/0136/FUL - Woodend Farm Shute EX13 7PT – Manure Store;  
23/0137/FUL - Woodend Farm Shute EX13 7PT – Manure store;  
23/0167/FUL & 23/0168/LBC - Pump Farm Whitford EX13 7NN – demolition of garage & building of extension;  
22/2610/FUL - Land East Of Hampton Lane  Whitford EX13 7PB – storage shed.
22/1377/FUL - Site Of Spillers Cottage  Shute EX13 7QG – amended plans retrospective construction of dwelling;  

	
No objections
No objections
No objections
No objections
No objections

No objections
No objections

	
10) Emergency Plan / Coronation / Flooding/ pollution in Whitford. On going.

	

	
11) Correspondence.  The Umborne Hall is closed on the date o the next meeting (for repairs) so the next meeting will likely be at Whitford Hall.


	
Clerk

	
12) Any Other Business.  Coronation 2023. Cllr Plowman reported that the proposed road closure from the Village Hall to Colyton Hill in Whitford will not be possible.  Permission from the owners of Hampton View will permit the use o the lawns for picnicking on the day of the celebrations on May 7th.
Details of Coronation gifts have been sent to the members.
There are likely to be more services held at the Chapel in Whitford in future.

	








Date, place & time of next meeting:- April 19th starting at 7.30pm – venue to be confirmed.  The Annual Meeting of the Parish and also Parish Council meeting


The meeting ended at 10.05pm
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