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Colhayne Close, Colhayne Lane, Shute nr Axminster Devon, EX13 7QQ
Parish Clerk - Carol Miltenburg
tel:-01404 831080  e mail:-clerk@shute-pc.gov.uk   www.shute-pc.gov.uk
  

The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting Shute Parish Council held at St Michaels Church Shute on Wednesday February 25th 2026 starting at 7.30pm.  The following matters were discussed.   

Those present:- Councillors Angela Choake, Mike James, Richard Orsman, David Plowman, Ella Sweetland (Chair), Martin Williams.  Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).  
Members of the public Will Hallett, Mary Thomas.

MINUTES
												  Resolved/actioned
	
1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Connor (DCC).   
   No declarations of interests were made for items in this meeting.  

	

	1) 
2) 2 The minutes of the meeting dated Wednesday January 14th, 2026 were      discussed, one addition was required.  “Item 12 – AC has agreed to ask  at the next PCC meeting about a possible defibrillator location.”  
3) The minutes were then agreed and signed by the Chair.

	

Proposed DP
Seconded AC

	
3 Matters arising from previous minutes. None

	

	
4 Public Forum.  Mrs Thomas reported the number of potholes in Woodend Lane, she has reported these already on the DCC ‘report a problem’ web page.  Clerk also to report.  
Mr Hallet has advised that his new application for the land adjoining Grove Cottage has been verified by EDDC.  The Clerk has received it, but too late to be accepted as an item for this meeting.  A planning meeting will be arranged.

	

	
5 Reports from Councillors – Cllr Connor’s report (DCC) has been circulated to members and placed on a new page on our website. 
Police – Councillor advocates – this was circulated to members and noted. The police have advised that  village patrols will be taking place locally over the coming months. 
Church – Work is starting restoring the Church.  The Church is still open and the public are welcomed by the contractors to see the work being undertaken.  Bijan Omrani is giving a talk on the work at Umborne Hall on March 5th.  It was noted that the Rev Julie  Lomas will be leaving the parish in May. The members very much regret that she is going, thank her for the considerable work she has done for the Parish and wish her well for the future.
AC reported that if the defibrillator cabinet chosen requires attachment to a power supply from the church it will need archdeacon permission.  She will also look at a possible location for a battery powered stand-alone cabinet with solar power adjacent to the lytch gate.  
Whitford Hall – Cllr Plowman reported the recent Sunday lunch event was well attended as was the breakfast event in January which raised funds for Cancer Research.  Recent maintenance work has improved the sound systems.  Cllr Powman has now stood down as a trustee of the Hall and advised that the Committee like a Parish Council member to be involved.  He has kindly agreed to continue reporting back to the Council on our behalf. 
Umborne Hall – the Big Breakfast event was very successful and raised approx. £600 for the MND charity and Hall.  The kitchen is due to be finished in April.  Boules piste & table tennis tables.  The Council is in contact with EDDC and Hall representatives to ensure the conditions are met to obtain CIL/S106 funding .  This will be discussed at a later meeting.

	

	
6 Adoption of updated Financial Regulations.  This item will be postponed and discussed at the next meeting.  
Clerk to forward the full model regulations and standing orders to the members.

	
Proposed DP
Seconded RO
Clerk


	
7 Finance. Payments to be made R Wareham £260.00 burial ground maintenance, Parishes Paper £17 advert.  
Payments received – Burial ground fees £180.00.  
The bank statements were available for viewing.  
The Clerk has applied to HMRC to reclaim the Councils recent VAT expenditure.

	
Proposed DP
Seconded AC


	
8 Shute school.  It was noted that the school suffered from flooding recently.  The PTA will be will raising funds by providing refreshments at the next Shute Barton open day.  
Car Park – As there is little prospect of progress in obtaining land it was proposed to remove this as a standard item in the agenda. 
Burial Ground -  Hedge trimming.  There has been no further response from the National Trust.  Mrs Thomas advised that the hedge does form part of the Parish Councils land.  This hedge was planted by herself (then Clerk) and Mr Christopher Pole-Carew, (then Chair) at the time of the land transfer from the NT.  The Council will look at laying the hedge in the autumn/winter 2026/27.

	


Proposed RO
Seconded AC


	
9 Whitford.  Vehicle access and signs Whitford Common – the sign was brought to the meeting.  The gantry is also ready and both will be installed in March when the weather is suitable. Cllrs Plowman, James and Williams have agreed to help with the installation. 
Cllr Plowman asked if the Council could fund a Convex mirror to be installed in the centre of Whitford.  Cllr Sweetland advised that this would not be permitted by DCC Highways regulations and as such the Council could not support it.

	

	
10 Highway Matters. Road wardens – Clerk to arrange meeting between Councillors and wardens to discuss.
Clerk to chase Cllr Connor re information on 20mph speed limits and pothole repair procedure.

	
Clerk

Clerk

	
11 Planning.   
26/0335/OHL Shute, EX13 7PT - refurbishment of the pole mounted transformer. The members had no objections.
26/0044/FUL - Rose Cottage, Shute, EX13 7PU - Demolition of the Conservatory and lean-to WC extension etc.  This has been passed by EDDC.

The planning meeting for 25/2529/FUL - Land Adjacent Grove Cottage Shute will be held on March 4th 2026 at Shute Church starting at 5pm.
	

Proposed RO
Seconded MJ


Proposed DP
Seconded MW


	
12 Emergency Plan.  Emergency Plan meeting.  Feedback Survey re Storm Chandra and Storm Ingrid recovery – circulated and noted.  
Cllr Plowman informed the members that the landowners adjacent to the ford in Hampton Lane have removed over a tonne of material but this has still failed to unblock the pipes even with rodding.  He will report this to DCC Highways on behalf of the Council. 
Parish Lengthsman - Cllr Sweetland advised she has 2 possible candidates for this and has asked for quotes, information and references.

	


DP


ES


	
13 Internal Audit update. Financial Regs & Standing Orders – as above.

	

	
14 Correspondence.  Public Consultation on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Devon.  Circulated and noted. 

	

	
15 Items for discussion and consideration at future meetings.  S106/CIL spending table tennis table / boules piste.  Hitchcock Trust. 

	



The meeting ended at 9.15pm  

A planning meeting for 25/2529/FUL - Land Adjacent Grove Cottage Shute will be held on March 4th 2026 at Shute Church starting at 5pm.

Date, place & time of next full meeting:- Wednesday April 1st at Umborne Hall.  This is the Annual Assembly of the Parish meeting. The ‘state of the union’ meeting for the residents of the Parish.  The Chairman details the work the Council had undertaken in the past year.

Members of the public are more than welcome to attend all our meetings.
2

image1.jpeg
-
SHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

COMPRISING HAMPTON, SEATON JUNCTION, SHUTE, UMBORNE AND WHITFORD





