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Colhayne Close, Colhayne Lane, Shute nr Axminster Devon, EX13 7QQ
Parish Clerk - Carol Miltenburg
tel:-01404 831080  e mail:- clerk@shute-pc.gov.uk   www.shute-pc.gov.uk
  
The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting Shute Parish Council held at Whitford Hall on Wednesday January 14th, 2026 starting at 7.30pm.  The following matters will be discussed.   
Those present:- Councillors Angela Choake, Mike James, Richard Orsman, David Plowman, Ella Sweetland (Chair), Martin Williams and Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).

MINUTES

											  Resolved/Agreed
	
1. No apologies for absence were received. 
No declarations of interests in items in this meeting were made.

	

	
2. The minutes of the meeting of December 10th, 2025 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

	
Proposed MW
Seconded AC

	
3. Matters arising from previous minutes.  Cllr Choake advised that the article on the urgent need for foster parents in Devon will be in the February edition.
Proposed Parish Lengthsman function – Cllr Sweetland was going to make enquiries via a local contact.  The Clerk will contact another local Clerk to see who they use and Mr Wareham.

	



ES
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4. Public Forum. None present

	




	
5. Reports from Councillors – the report from Cllr Connor (DCC) has been circulated to members and will appear on the website.
Police – None.
Church – December was a very busy and successful time for the Church and Chapel with very good attendances. Bishop Oliver will lead the service in Shute on Feb. 1st. 
Whitford Hall – The Christmas lunch was very successful. The Hall will be introducing a “Wednesday Welcome” meeting on Wednesday afternoons with the aim of welcoming newcomers to the village and anyone else who want to pop along for the afternoon. 
Umborne Hall – The Christmas meal and the 12th night supper were very well attended.  There has been a request for a table tennis table at the Hall.  Cllr Orsman thought there had been one previously at the Whitford Hall which was put in to storage.  He will see if it still available.
Umborne Social Group – The group are now planning the speakers for 2026.

	











RO

	
6. Finance. Payments to be made C Miltenburg £1174.35 salary &  expenses, Whitford Hall £20 hall hire, Gallagher insurance £384.60 Hitchcock Trust Insurance (50% to be reclaimed from Kilmington PC).  It was agreed to accept the price fixed for 3 years.
Payments received – National Grid £26.10 wayleave. 
The bank statements were available for viewing.  

	
Proposed RO
Seconded DP

	
7. The precept for financial year 2026-2027 was discussed by the members and it was agreed to set it at £10,000.  

	
Proposed MW
Seconded AC

	
8. Shute school.  The Council were saddened to hear that the School are having to look for a new Head teacher.
Car Park. Ongoing.
Burial Ground. The Clerk is to contact the National Trust again to ask them to trim the hedge bordering the burial ground.  The members feel that it needs laying as the trees are now getting tall and shading the area.

	



Clerk

	
9. Whitford.  Vehicle access Whitford Common – Cllr Plowman reported that the gantry is being galvanised and it is hoped to install it in February. The sign should also be ready.  It was agreed Cllrs Plowman and Williams will arrange for a concrete delivery at the required time – estimated ½cbm. 
Ford – Cllr Plowman has written a report on the condition of the ford and this has been forwarded to DCC Highways, Councillors and other organisations and the Environment Agency.  The EA felt as this is a ‘structure’ it is likely not under their jurisdiction.
  
	
Proposed MJ
Seconded RO




	
10. Highway Matters. Road wardens – Clerk to arrange meeting between Council and wardens.  The recent repairs to Colhayne Knapp were discussed with the request to contribute to the costs. The members felt that the Council could not contribute as the repairs were undertaken outside the road warden scheme.
The Clerk has asked Cllr Connor to forward the information on the updated 20mph limit regulations.  Also to ask when the policy of repairing adjacent pot holes will come into action as crews asked seem unaware of the change.
Clerk to report blocked culvert above Higher Woodhayne.

	

Proposed MJ
Seconded RO


Clerk
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11. Planning.  Appeal - 24/2290/FUL – Land adjacent to Grove Cottage, Shute.  The Council were very disappointed to learn that the planning refusal has been upheld by the Planning Inspectorate.  It is a missed opportunity to bring a new family into the village.
Telephone mast (Colhayne) – A new consultation has been sent in by Cellnex UK for a 30m mast.  It was noted that an application had also been submitted in 2023.  (23/1656/TEL)

	

	
12. Emergency Plan.  Defibrillator location - the Clerk has not heard from the Landmark Trust but the e mail has been forwarded within the National Trust.  Other locations are being investigated as are solar powered cabinet options.

	

	
13. Internal audit report actions. The updated Financial Regulations are in progress.

	

	
14. Correspondence.  None

	

	
15. Items for discussion at future meetings – Financial regulations.

	



The meeting ended at 9.22pm					 

Date, place & time of next meeting:- February 25th at St Michaels Church, Shute.  
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