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Colhayne Close, Colhayne Lane, Shute nr Axminster Devon, EX13 7QQ
Parish Clerk - Carol Miltenburg
tel:-01404 831080  e mail:-clerk@shute.eastdevon.gov.uk   www.shuteparishcouncil.org.uk
  
The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of Shute Parish Council and Annual Assembly of the Parish held at Umborne Hall, Shute on Wednesday, April 16th 2025 the meeting started at 7.30pm.
Those present Councillors Angela Choake, Richard Orsman, David Plowman, Ella Sweetland (Chair), Mary Thomas, Martin Williams, Ian Chubb (DCC & EDDC), Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PARISH – MINUTES

1 Chairman’s report.  Cllr Sweetland gave those present a review of the work of the Council over the past year.  Posts have been placed by the War Memorial to prevent cars parking on the area but several have been knocked down and replaced.  We have been consulted on several planning applications some of which were contentious, hopefully we have been able to have some influence in the decisions by EDDC.  Plans for Lyme Bay Winery and Umborne Hall are still on going.  Despite requests the Police have never managed to attend a meeting, we hope this will change over the coming year.  In the Burial Ground we have installed a custom built archway planted with clematis to define the entrance. The Crimson Victoria apple tree continues to do well.  The salt bin at the School which had been damaged by a vehicle has now been replaced by DCC.  It is hoped that the telephone kiosk will be replaced at the War Memorial in the coming months.  Cllr Williams kindly cleared the drains on the east side of Whitford Bridge last year and this has seemingly reduced the number of flood events in the road since.  Its success has prompted the Council to allocate a sum of money for this type of ‘lengthsman’ task over this coming year.  There are plans for a defibrillator to be bought and installed in Shute.

2 County/District Councillor’s report due to the ‘purdah’ period before an election Cllr Chubb was only able to make general comments. It was noted that the District and County Councils are waiting to hear the new governance structure which will be designated later in the year.

3 Public Forum. None attended

The Annual Assembly concluded at 7.50pm



PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES

Held at Umborne Hall, Shute on Wednesday, April 16th 2025, the Parish Council meeting started at 7.51pm.
Those present Councillors Angela Choake, Richard Orsman, David Plowman, Ella Sweetland (Chair), Mary Thomas, Martin Williams, Ian Chubb (DCC & EDDC), Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).
											Actions
	
1 – No apologies for absence were received.  No declarations of interests in items in this meeting were made.

	

	1) 
2) 2 – The minutes of the meeting of February 26th, 2025 were accepted and signed by the Chair.

	
Proposed AC
Seconded MW

	3) 
4) 3 - Matters arising from previous minutes.  
5) .gov.uk e mail & domain addresses for councillors – The format of the new e mail addressed was agreed as – first name.surname.  
6) Projector quotations / spec. The members were shown some possible projector model information obtained by Cllr Plowman.  An E mail from Henry Smith advised the Umborne Hall committee felt that a projector & possibly drop down projector screen would be beneficial for them.
7) Boules piste.  An e mail from Henry Smith advised the Umborne Hall committee felt that a Boules piste would not be used enough to produce a long term benefit. 
8) Events notifications.  It was noted that Alison Scrase is still not being consistently notified of events in the Parish to put on the web site. The members were reminded to add her e mail to any notification lists they are aware of.

	

	
4 – Public Forum.  None present

	

	9) 
5 - Reports from Councillors – Cllr Chubb could say little due to the ‘purdah’ period before the upcoming County Council elections. 
Police – No report. 
Church – An Easter Trail has been constructed at both the Church in Shute and chapel in Whitford.  Tea and cakes will be available in the Church on the Shute Barton open weekend on April 26th and 27th.
Whitford Hall – Mr David Balcombe is the new Chair of the Hall committee as Kay Orsman has stood down.  
Umborne Hall – Henry Smith e mailed a report advising that the recent AGM was quite well attended and that annual revenues gave a £4,000 surplus.  A new kitchen extension will be constructed in 2025, it is estimated the project will cost between £60 - £80k.  The Committee will be looking at methods of generating the extra income to cover this project.

	

	
6 - Finance. Payments to be made C Miltenburg £1192.28 salary & expenses; DALC £288.00 subscription.  
Payments received EDDC £4000. Precept, Kilmington PC £192.30 re Hitchcock Trust.  
The bank statements were available for viewing.  
Internal auditor – an internal auditor is required for this years accounts.  The members have been asked if they know anyone who could do the task.  Clerk to keep trying to locate a suitable person.

	
Proposed
DP
Seconded
AC

	
7 - Shute School  - Clerk to arrange the annual meeting with the Head and Executive Head.
Car Park. Ongoing.
Burial Ground – plants – Photos of the clematis have been circulated.  Path clearance. It was agreed to ask Sunflower HH Services to do this.
One of the graves is sinking – Clerk to contact the funeral directors.
Grass cutting – Clerk to contact Roy Wareham to arrange cutting.

	



Proposed
MT
Seconded
MW

	
8 - Highway Matters. Surface dressing will involve the road in Whitford being closed for some days shortly.  The members agreed to support Cllr Williams in writing to DCC concerning the state of the lane from Hamptons to East Lodge.  Clerk to contact DCC.

	
Proposed
MT
Seconded
DP

	
9 - Planning.   25/0353/ful 1 The Villas, Seaton Junction.  Single storey side extension.  The members supported the application with the following provisos.  The plans should demonstrate that the disposal of stormwater will not damage neighbouring properties, they also noted concerns that building works could potentially destabilise the gabion bank in Lexhayne Lane.


	
Proposed
DP
Seconded
RO

	
10 - Emergency Plan.  The Defibrillator quotations obtained were discussed.  It was agreed in principle that a powered defibrillator would be most suitable, to be placed in the replaced telephone kiosk if possible.  Clerk to clarify electrical connection issues.

	
Proposed
DP
Seconded
RO

	
11 - Correspondence.  None

	

	
12 - Matters for discussion at future meetings. None.

	



The meeting ended at 9.10pm

Date, place & time of next meeting:- May 21st, 2025 starting at 7.30pm at Whitford Hall.   The Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council meeting, this is the first meeting of the Councils year with the election of the Chair etc.
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