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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF SHUTE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT UMBORNE HALL ON THURSDAY 14TH MAY 2015

AT 7.30PM. 

Those present:  Cllrs. W Marshall, Ms C Miltenburg, R Orsman, J Pearce, 

D Plowman, P Rugg, Mrs E Sweetland and R Wood, one member of the public plus Mrs M Thomas (Clerk).

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr W Marshall proposed Cllr P Rugg, Cllr R Wood seconded this proposal.  Cllr Rugg was duly elected and thanked everyone for their vote of confidence and promised to do his best. 

APPOINTMENT OF CLERK

The present Clerk reported following advertisements in local papers six applications had been received and circulated to all Councillors.  Having had a chance to study the applicants details the majority agreed Carol Miltenburg should be appointed.

Cllr R Orsman proposed the appointment of Carol Miltenburg, Cllr W Marshall seconded this motion and all agreed.

It was noted it will be shame to lose a good Councillor as Carol Miltenburg will be stepping down from this position and formally accepted the offer to become Clerk.

Details of appointment were discussed when it was agreed Ms Miltenburg will be paid the same as the current Clerk, scale 26 @ 4 hours per week commencing 1st June with the current Clerk working with her until the end of June.

Regarding the office equipment as the laptop needs attention as does the printer new equipment will be purchased with the hope of achieving a grant, the new Clerk to look into this and the retiring Clerk to keep the present equipment.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Cllr Mrs E Sweetland and Cllr R Wood were proposed but both declined to accept the appointment.  Cllr R Marshall was proposed by Cllr R Orsman and seconded by Cllr R Wood and all agreed.  Cllr W Marshall duly elected and accepted.
ELECTION OF OTHER REPRESENTITIVES

(a)  Hitchcock Trustees.  Proposed, seconded and agreed the present Trustees of Cllr P Rugg and Carol Miltenburg to remain.
(b)  Planning Committee.  Agreed the Clerk to e-mail details and the Councillors to arrange a date and time to view the plans if they wish with Councillors in particular areas to make the decision unless controversial when a site meeting will be organised.
APOLOGIES
 FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and approved from C Cllr A Moulding, Dist Cllr I Chubb and Iris Morton, Church Warden.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The circulated minutes of the Meeting of Shute Parish Council held on 9th April 2015 were approved and duly signed as correct.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Adopt a Kiosk.  Following the previous offer to adopt a kiosk BT write Seaton Junction kiosk is available and the red kiosk at Whitford is available but a 90 day consultation with EDDC will have to be undertaken.
Following discussion agreed the Parish Council would like this to go ahead with the plan for BT to continue to supply the power supply free of charge.  The Clerk to inform BT of this decision.

Cllr Mrs E Sweetland reported there are still problems with the cess pit at Seaton Junction and the wall needs repair at Orchard Close, Whitford.  The Clerk to ask Dist Cllr I Chubb for an update on these two matters.

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED

Hitchcock Trust.  A meeting was held regarding the removal of a tree that is deemed potentially hazardous.  Quotes have been received with the best being £780 with the possibility of £200 for the wood.  Kilmington Parish Council agreed to pay 50% providing Shute Parish Council pay the other 50%.  Proposed by Cllr R Wood and seconded by Cllr J Pearce to this proposal and all agreed.

Cllr D Plowman suggested the stump could be carved to make an interesting feature and it was agreed for him to find out more details.

Cllr Carol Miltenburg reported the next move will be to organise benches and the Scouts have agreed to organising a working party to remove small laurels etc.

Cllr Rugg reported he attended the funeral of Lady Alison Kremer who was a long term Chairman of Widworthy Parish Council.  It was also noted Bob Baker who gave free legal advise to the Parish Council has passed away.

PARISHES TOGETHER

Noted that no action has taken place since the last meeting due to elections.  However it is questioned if the grant could be used to contribute to DCC re-surfacing the road.  Agreed for the Clerk to contact Cllr A Moulding regarding this proposition.

Noted the 2015/2016 Parishes Together Fund is now open for applications.  It was explained DCC to put the sum of £1.10 per elector into a Parishes Together grants scheme whereby parishes work together involving the community to try and solve local issues.

Reported Richard Brain, Highways Officer will be attending a course in June but is not happy regarding the content.  Cllr Wood to check if he is still willing to carry this forward.  In the meantime the Public Liability insurance for volunteers to be checked.
CORRESPONDENCE

Rural Housing Enabler – Affordable Housing.  An e-mail has been received questioning the current position of this matter within the parish.  Agreed after EDDC did not agree to any of the proposed sites and no interest from the parishioners received to thank Janice Alexander for the assistance previously given but this matter to be placed on hold.

DALC Newsletter Copy circulated to all Councillors.

EDDC – East Devon Local Plan and Community Infrastructure Levy Charging – Consultation on Proposed Changes.  Agreed no further comments to be made.
East Devon Local Plan  The Government Inspector requested further work to justify EDDC proposed housing numbers across the District and the suitability of rural settlements to accommodate further growth as he felt a blanket 5% growth at villages with built-up area boundaries was too crude an approach.  The work requested by the Inspector is now complete and modifications to the Plan have been approved for consultation.  The Plan will now cover a period 1st April 2013 to 31 March 2031 and other modifications will not effect the Parish of Shute where there are no Built-up boundaries and defined as part of the countryside in planning policy.  Noted. 
Parish Council Transparency Code Compliance.  The Parish Council will soon be required to provide online access to council information under the government’s new Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities by the 1st July 2015.  At present Hugo Fox (Came & Company Insurers) has offered free assistance or Mr Curtis offers a low cost structure from £195.  Agreed for the new Clerk to look into the free offer.

The Pension Regulator.  Every employer with at least one member of staff must automatically enrol those who are eligible into a workplace pension scheme and contribute towards it.  Records show Shute Parish Council must be prepared to do this by 1 May 2017 and a point of contact must be nominated by 30th June 2015.  The new Clerk to look into this matter. 
HIGWAY MATTERS 

Reported a tree is overhanging the highway next to the Old Post Offie, Shute.  As this house is derelict and now boarded up agreed to ask the District Councillor for an up-date on this property.

PUBLIC FORUM 

Reported the amount of travellers at Shute Woods is still increasing.  Agreed to ask Cllrs I Chubb and A Moulding on an up-date.

PLANNING

Planning Applications

15/0594/FUL  Woodend Farm, Shute.  Cubicle building including diversion of existing footpath.  Following a site meeting agreed Shute Parish Council supports this application providing consideration if given to landscaping to avoid detrimental effects to the visual impact in a sensitive area of the AONB especially as in close proximity to ancient buildings. Consideration must also be given to light pollution for the same reasons.
15/0903/COU  Little Pacehayne, Shute.  Change of use of land to garden.  Agreed to support.

15/0808/FUL  April Cottage, Shute.  Construction of replacement rear single storey extension to provide utility and garden room.  Agreed to support.
15/0905/COU  The Old Smithy, Park Lane, Whitford.  Change of use to former smithy to dwelling.  Following a site meeting agreed   
Following a site meeting Shute Parish Council objects to this planning application as it stands.

Councillors felt the improvements to the building would be a benefit but there are too many issues to be addressed for this application to be approved. Namely:-

Flooding - local knowledge shows the area does flood including the building in question and surface water would only exacerbate this issue.

Parking - Details are not shown and at present parking is limited in the area due to the close proximity of a well used village hall and Park Lane does not afford additional parking as used by vehicles and farm machinery entering and leaving a busy farming complex. The area outside the proposed dwelling would not allow parking and the 'Pound', triangular piece of land, would not be suitable due to flooding (present + further problems, surface water etc) and the land ownership of this area is in question.


Devon Bank - At present this is maintained by another party and should maintained in its current state, visual amenity to the village and ownership questioned. Boundary details on the plans are incorrect.

The 'Pound' is a registered habitat for Glow Worms and would be affected by the proposal.

Electricity Transformer - The overhead electricity lines and transformer needs to be taken into account. Local knowledge informed councillors the transformer has been struck by lightening in recent years leading to the village being without electricity on three recent incidents leading to concerns.

15/1020/FDO  Pathway of footpath no 4 (Shute – South West of Woodend Farm) Diversion of footpath.  Agreed no objection.

Listed Building Consent Granted 

15/0429/LBC  Shute House, Shute.  Installation of 4 no solar thermal panels to inner roof slope; re-rendering of south elevation and replacement windows on south elevation.  

Further Planning Matters

Following a request to David Cocker, Enforcement Officer EDDC regarding problematic planning matters in Shute at land opposite Shute Garage and Sumarai Boatyard Mr Cocker writes both planning applications are about to submit plans.

Agreed for the Clerk to reply questioning time limits for unauthorised building as it is questions if sites will become regularised if planning application are continuously submitted.

FINANCE

Annual Audit Return 2014/2015
Accounting statements 2014/2015 and Annual Governance Statement 2013/2014 were circulated to all Councillors present.  Details annexed to the minutes.

It was proposed by Cllr R Orsman and seconded by Cllr R Wood for the Accounting Statement to be approved.  All agreed.  The Annual Governance Statement was discussed and approved.

Cheque to be paid

Broker Network Ltd, annual insurance




£265.00

Archant Regional, advertisement of clerk’s position £117.00 + VAT £23.40










£140.40

DD & S Newspapers Ltd, advertisement £75.00 + VAT £15

£90.00

Proposed to pay by Cllr Carol Miltenburg, seconded by Cllr Mrs E Sweetland and agreed.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Parish Graveyard.  It was questioned as the population within the parish is becoming elderly if burials are limited to parishioners of Shute and also questioned as there have been recent burials who are banking the cheques.  The Clerk to liaise with the Churchwarden to clarify these matters.
DATE TIME & PLACE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting to take place on 25th June 2015 at Whitford Village Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.15pm



14th May 2015


